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Durrani, a Lahore editor. In 1931 he wrote a life of
Muhammad44 which is quite indistinguishable from any
ordinary liberal 'life* of the time: it stresses the Prophet's
generosity, success, and the personal devotion due to him.
Four years later, under the influence of Iqbal, he produced
another essay on Muhammad45 in which he did not mention
his previous attempt, but he did decry in the most resound-
ing terms all the liberal lives' of which his own had, in fact,
been typical. He saw the shallowness of the apologetic
"claim.. .that the Quran contains a solution for all our ills"46,
when the claim is not made good. He attacked the usual
picture of pre-lslamic Arabia as sunk in the blackest evil,
and asserted that if the Arabs had only the vices charged
(adultery, drinking of wine, gambling, idolatry, animism, no
belief in immortality, tribalism, maltreatment of orphans and
widows), "it was a very fine country indeed"47, for all but
the last two are, he says, minor. He pointed out that the
present Indian Muslim community rates on these points as
well as does any other group, yet it stands lower than any
other group "because for ages we have been laying all the
emphasis we could on these vices and their opposite virtues
to the entire neglect of those vices and virtues upon which
depends the prosperity and power of nations"48.
These vices are admittedly bad; but there are many
worse. Besides, Islam is not only 'DonVs. "To be good
and noble one must learn a few Do's and act upon them, for
it is only by active endeavour to achieve something"49 that
we can be moral and help our nation. Faith in. a hereafter,
or the lack of such faith, "has little interest for the student
of cultural history"50 and little effect on society, good or
bad. Idolatry of wood and stone is "not half so dangerous
as those deadly idols of greed and avarice, vanityT and
pride, self-will" etc. of "modern Musalmans, including
religious preachers"51. Concerning tribal loyalty: "Every-
body in this country seems to be willing to sell his com-
munity or his country for a title or a post, but among the
unbelieving Arabs of the Days of Ignorance such black sheep
were not to be found"52.